
Pre-Construction Notice: 

2026 Infrastructure Renewal Project 

Dearness Drive 
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Date: November 14, 2025 

To: Business owner, resident and/or property owner 

The City of London is planning to reconstruct Dearness Drive in your area to replace aging 

underground infrastructure that has exceeded its expected lifecycle. This letter provides important 

information about the project, what to expect during construction, and how to stay informed. 

Project location: The map below shows the area where construction will take place. Work is 

planned on Dearness Drive from Bradley Avenue to Wellington Road. 

 

 

Proposed work details: 

Work to be completed as part of this road reconstruction project includes:  

• Watermain replacement 

• Water service replacement to property line 

• Storm sewer replacement 
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• Partial replacement of existing private drain connections (PDC) 

• New sidewalks and bike lanes 

• New curbs and gutters 

• Repaving the road with new asphalt 

• Tree removals (see Appendix A) 

Anticipated project timeline: 

Next steps related to this project are: 

• Pre-construction investigation and survey: Winter/Spring 2025 

• City finalizes design: Summer/Fall 2025 

• Project update meeting: See below 

• Council review/approvals of contractor: Winter 2026  

• Construction starts: Spring 2026, subject to tender and approvals  

• Construction ends: Fall 2026, with some cleanup work in Spring 2027 

Public update meeting: 

The City of London is hosting a public update meeting on Wednesday, December 3, 2025, to 

provide an update on the project and share information on construction.  

Please join the City of London for a drop-in event to view construction plans, review necessary 

tree removals, discuss impacts to your property and to learn more about the project. Following 

the meeting, project boards displayed at the meeting will be available for download on the project 

website listed below. 

Date: Wednesday, December 3 

Time: 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

Location: South London Community Centre, 1119 Jalna Blvd 

If you require any special accommodation in accessing the project information or online material, 

please contact the City project manager listed below, and we will work together to best share the 

information with you. If you have specific questions about potential impacts to your property, 

please contact the City project manager listed below. 

Contact information: 

The City is committed to keeping you informed during the project. Please reach out to your City 

project manager at any time, Monday through Friday. 

City Project Manager 

Name: Dave Jones, CET 

Organization: City of London 

Phone: 519-661-2489, ext. 4858 

Email: djones@london.ca 

After hours or urgent matters 

Name: Dispatch 

Organization: City of London 

Phone: 519-661-5236 

Email: service@london.ca 

mailto:djones@london.ca
mailto:service@london.ca
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Pre-construction survey 

If you have not completed the pre-construction survey already, we would appreciate you taking 

the time to fill out the questionnaire sent with the previous communication, to share any feedback 

you might have related to flooding, water supply, traffic or any other neighbourhood 

considerations.  

Transportation impacts 

The City has evaluated how pedestrians, motorists, cyclists will be impacted by the construction 

of this project. We have determined Dearness Drive will remain open to local vehicle traffic only. 

There will be a few possible disruptions to driveway access at different points in the project. 

Residents who require accommodation (level entry, advanced notice, etc.) should contact the 

Project Manager to arrange for access during the construction period. Cyclists and pedestrians 

should exercise caution around construction sites and follow all construction signs. A 

Construction Notice will be issued before construction begins with additional information. 

Stay informed: 

Website 

Visit the City’s Get Involved website (https://getinvolved.london.ca/dearness) to learn more about 

your construction project, find project notices and other related content. More information will be 

uploaded to this website as the project progresses. 

Renew London interactive map 

Use the interactive map on Renew London (london.ca/roadwork) to search your street name to 

find current information about your construction project and other city-wide road work.  

Navigation apps 

Use navigation apps such as Waze or Google Maps to find alternative routes during construction.  

 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. We look forward to completing these important 

infrastructure upgrades in your area as we work towards building a more sustainable city. 

Sincerely, 

 

David Gough, P. Eng 

Environmental Services Engineer, Sewer Engineering Division 

Copied:  Kelly Scherr, Deputy City Manager, Environment and Infrastructure Services  

Councillor Steven Hillier (Ward 14) 

Brad Walt, GEI Consultants Canada Ltd, Project Manager 

 

https://getinvolved.london.ca/
https://getinvolved.london.ca/dearness
https://maps.london.ca/renewlondon
https://maps.london.ca/renewlondon
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Appendix A: Construction impacts and resources 

Tree removals 

During a project’s design, staff from the City of London’s engineering, forestry, and construction 
administration divisions, along with the project engineer and arborist, walk the site to determine 
the current health of the trees, and determine how to best install infrastructure while minimizing 
impacts to trees and structures. A total of 42 trees were assessed within the project limits. 

After careful assessment, it was determined that there are trees within the City right-of-way that 
need to be removed for health reasons or due to construction conflicts. Anticipated tree removals 
are listed below and are subject to change. Drawings showing the tree removal locations will be 
available for viewing at the project update meeting and will be available on the project website 
following the meeting. 

Tree size has been grouped into two categories: small trees with a diameter less than 12 inches / 
30 cm and large trees with a diameter greater than 12 inches / 30 cm.  

• Removal is required for a total of 1 small tree on Dearness Drive. 

The trees will be marked with a white line around their trunk one week before removal. The 
required tree removals will be completed by March 31, before the migratory bird nesting period 
begins. 

Tree assessment findings 

Location Tree type Diameter (m) Reasons for removal  

1120 Wellington 
Road 

Amur maple 0.11, 0.21, 0.25, 0.27 
(multiple trunk stems) 

Poor condition and conflict with 
proposed water service 

Tree replacement 

When projects are completed, the City evaluates replacement and additional new tree planting 

opportunities on these streets. Each project is unique, and our approach to tree replacement is 

tailored to the context of the area we’re working with. Tree plantings typically occur once the 

projects 1 year construction warranty is completed.   

Each year, the City of London plants approximately 5,000 trees to help mitigate the impacts of 

climate change, provide shade and lower temperatures reducing energy costs at homes. Trees 

also help absorb heavy rainfall and reduce stormwater flows.  

Parking and loading  

Through this project the roadway surface will be updated to meet City of London complete streets 

design guidelines. This will include introduction of curb and gutter, delineated property entrances 

and sidewalks and bike lanes. Property owners are encouraged to attend the public update 

meeting to learn more about the project and potential changes to the roadway surface.  

Dust, noise and vibrations 

You may experience dust, noise, service interruptions and other inconveniences during 

construction. Construction equipment can also cause vibrations, so please ensure you protect 

any valuables susceptible to damage. 
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Work hours 

Work will typically take place from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday to Friday. If needed, some 

after-hours work may be required to accommodate the completion of the project within the 

established schedule and to minimize impacts of construction. The project team will notify 

residents, businesses and property owners ahead of any overnight, after-hours or weekend work. 

Appendix B: Water & Sewer services 

Watermain 

The City will be replacing the watermain under your street and will also be replacing the public 

portion of the existing individual water services from the watermain up to the property line as part 

of this project, at no cost to you. The water service is the pipe that brings water into your home. 

The public portion of the water service runs from the public watermain to the property line in front 

of your home, and the private portion runs from the property line to the water meter inside your 

home.  

Some of the properties on your street may have water services made of galvanized iron, which 

can corrode over time and restrict water flow. Other properties may have water services made of 

lead. For information on the health risks associated with lead, please visit the Middlesex-London 

Health Unit (healthunit.com/environment-lead) website. If you want to know whether you have a 

lead water service pipe, please contact 519-661-4739 or leadtesting@london.ca. If you have a 

lead water service pipe, the portion of water service from the property line to your house is your 

responsibility. A licensed plumbing contractor is required to complete lead pipe replacement.  

If you choose to hire a contractor to replace the private portion of the lead water service on your 

property, you may be eligible to have your payments spread out over 10 years under the City's 

Lead Service Replacement Loan Program. Please contact 519-661-CITY (2489) Ext. 5357, or 

mharriso@london.ca for additional program details. 

Electrical grounding  

Water service pipes were often used to ground electrical systems, but connections can 

deteriorate over time and pose a serious safety risk. It is the owner's responsibility to ensure the 

grounding system is adequate. This may be a good time for you to hire an electrician, at your 

cost, to check the condition of your building’s electrical ground.  

Sanitary and Storm private drain connections (PDC) 

A PDC (Property Drain Connection) is the pipe that connects your property to the City’s sewer 

system. The sanitary PDC carries wastewater from sinks, toilets, and drains to the City’s sanitary 

sewer. The storm PDC carries rainwater and melted snow to the City’s storm sewer. 

As part of this project, the City will partially renew all existing sanitary and storm PDCs from the 

sewer mains to about two meters behind the road curb. The exact endpoint may vary depending 

on underground or aboveground obstacles, such as gas lines, internet cables, or trees. This 

partial renewal is provided at no cost to you. 

https://www.healthunit.com/environment-lead
https://www.healthunit.com/environment-lead
mailto:leadtesting@london.ca
mailto:mharriso@london.ca
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For more information on PDCs and your overall service laterals, see the included brochure. It 

explains property owner responsibilities for the overall service laterals and options to renew your 

PDCs beyond the project’s partial renewal. Additional renewal is the responsibility of the property 

owner and is to be undertaken outside of the City project. 

Basement flooding 

The City of London’s Basement Flooding Grant Program (london.ca/BFGP) is designed to 

provide financial assistance to property owners to disconnect their weeping tiles from the City’s 

sewer systems and to install a sump pit, sump pump and backwater valve. By doing this, you 

may decrease risk of basement flooding on your property. 

https://london.ca/living-london/water-environment/flooding
https://london.ca/living-london/water-environment/flooding
http://www.london.ca/residents/Sewers-Flooding/Basement-Flooding-Causes/Pages/Weeping-Tile.aspx
http://www.london.ca/residents/Sewers-Flooding/Basement-Flooding-Causes/Pages/Sump-pump.aspx
http://www.london.ca/residents/Sewers-Flooding/Basement-Flooding-Causes/Pages/Backwater-Valve.aspx
http://www.london.ca/residents/Sewers-Flooding/Basement-Flooding-Causes/Pages/default.aspx

